
EST. 1887

THE EATONVILLE
DOCUMENTARY CHALLENGE

A Cultural Preservation & Filmmaker Development Initiative
Presented during:

38th ZORA!® Festival Season January – October 2027 &  

39th ZORA!® Festival Season January – October 2028

Executive Producer: Association to Preserve the Eatonville Community, Inc. (P.E.C.)



WHAT IS THE DOCUMENTARY CHALLENGE?
An 18-month filmmaker competition that produces seven original short documentaries centered on Eatonville's 
people, institutions, oral histories, and cultural legacy — creating a permanent audiovisual archive for generations to 
come.

01
Open Call

Nationwide filmmaker 
submissions focused on 
Eatonville history, people, 
and legacy.

02
Production

Seven selected filmmakers 
develop and complete 
professional short 
documentaries.

03
Judging

Industry-credentialed 
documentary judges 
evaluate using a 
standardized rubric.

04
Premiere

Films screened and awarded 
at Zora Festival 2028 — the 
Eatonville Documentary 
Challenge Premiere.



18-MONTH PROGRAM TIMELINE

Aug–Nov 2026

Call for
Treatments

Jan 29, 2027

Filmmaker
Selection

Feb–Oct 2027

Production
Period

Nov–Dec 2027

Judging
Period

39th ZORA!® FESTIVAL

Eatonville Documentary Premiere & Awards

January 29, 2028  ·  Films Screened  ·  Winners Announced



PROGRAM DIRECTOR / CREATIVE PRODUCER

Jason D. Gregory
CEO, Gregory Media Group, LLC

Regional Emmy Award-Winning Producer

Netflix Producer: Buried by the Bernards

Former President, Orlando Urban Film Festival

Former Academic Committee Member, ZORA!® Festival

University Screenwriting Educator



THE OPPORTUNITY
"Eatonville is not just a town.
It is a symbol.
Proof that Black self-determination
is a historical reality.”

- Jason Gregory, CEO 
Gregory Media Group, LLC

America's First

Incorporated Black municipality in the United States. 
Founded 1887.

Literary Capital

Birthplace of the cultural movement that inspired 
Zora Neale Hurston and generations of Black writers.

Living Archive

Seven original documentaries preserved forever, ensuring 
Eatonville's stories outlive any single generation.

The Eatonville Documentary Challenge is that moment's 
rightful home.



FILMMAKER PRIZE STRUCTURE
• Awarded live at the Eatonville Documentary Challenge Premiere & Awards, Saturday, January 29, 2028     39th ZORA!® Festival 

1ST PLACE

$25,000 2ND PLACE

$15,000 3RD PLACE

$10,000

TOTAL PRIZE POOL $50,000

What This
Means for

Filmmakers

The First-Place prize is
transformative — a career-defining 

investment that signals the prestige 
of this competition and P.E.C.'s 

commitment to the filmmakers who 
tell Eatonville's story.



SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
Four ways to support this initiative

PREMIERE
$125,000+

Includes all Legacy benefits, plus:

Premier logo placement, all 
assets

On-stage recognition at the 
Premiere

VIP red carpet & reserved 
seating

First-look access to all 7 films

LEGACY
$75,000–$124,999

Includes all Cornerstone benefits, 
plus:

Featured logo placement

Named recognition at the 
Premiere

Reserved premiere seating

Early access to finished films

CORNERSTONE
$50,000–$74,999

Includes all Builder benefits, plus:

Logo placement on premiere 
signage

Listed recognition at the 
Premiere

Premiere admission tickets

Digital program 
acknowledgment

BUILDER
$25,000–$49,999

Starting level

Name listed in program 
materials

Digital acknowledgment

Invitation to the Premiere 
screening

Custom sponsorship packages available upon request.



WHAT SPONSORS RECEIVE
The night belongs to Eatonville — and to the brands who stand with it

Red Carpet Presence

Brand visibility on the step-and-repeat, 
premiere signage, and all event 
collateral the night of the screening.

On-Screen Recognition

A formal thank-you before the films roll, 
seen by every guest in the theater.

VIP Premiere Seating

Reserved seating and a guaranteed 
presence at the industry's biggest night 
for this program.

Cultural Alignment

A meaningful, authentic connection to 
Black history, literary legacy, and 
community preservation, not a generic 
sponsorship.

Media & Press Access

Visibility alongside press coverage of the 
premiere, including photo opportunities 
and media mentions.

Lasting Archive

Association with seven permanent 
documentary films that will be used for 
education, tourism, and broadcast for 
years to come.



TELL THE STORY.
Eatonville's story began in 1887.
Now it's time for the world to see it.

SPONSOR

Align your brand with one of the most 
culturally significant documentary 
initiatives in Florida history.

PARTNER

Join the Eatonville Rising Documentary 
Challenge, with reach across YouTube, 
social media, and streaming platforms 
beyond premiere night alone.

SUPPORT

For the people of Eatonville, this means 
their stories are preserved 
permanently, their history reaches new 
generations, and their legacy is 
honored on their own terms.



PARTNER WITH US.

NY Nathiri

Executive Director, 
Association to Preserve the Eatonville Community, Inc. (P.E.C.)
documentary@zorafestival.com
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