
 
 

Pulitzer Prize Winner Alice Walker returns to Eatonville and Orlando for  
Historic 30th Zora Neale HurstonTM Festival of the Arts and Humanities 

*** 
February 2, 2019 6:00 P.M. at the University of Central Florida Pegasus Ballroom 

ZORA!™  Festival Media Advisory   
  

For Immediate Release:                                                                                        

Eatonville, FL – December 20, 2018 – Producers of the Zora Neale Hurston™ Festival of the Arts and Humanities (ZORA!™ Festival) will pay 
tribute to Pulitzer Prize recipient Alice Walker, during its 30th anniversary banquet Saturday, February 2, 2019, 6:00 pm at University of Central 
Florida Pegasus Ballroom. “We are privileged to host Alice Walker during our 30th anniversary festival banquet.  Walker is a celebrated literary icon 
and her work is highly regarded by people globally. We are also grateful to our co-host, the Collegium for African American Research (CAAR), for 
making this evening possible. We have a very limited number of tickets available to this event available only to our Festival Package 
registrants," said N.Y. Nathiri, executive director of the Association to preserve the Eatonville Community and the general manager of the Zora Neale 
Hurston Festival of the Arts and Humanities.   

The first ZORA!™  Festival was presented in 1990 by the Association to Preserve the Eatonville Community, Inc. (P.E.C.), a small, non-
profit, historic preservation/cultural arts organization which was doing everything in its power to protect Eatonville, Florida, known popularly as "the 
oldest incorporated African-American municipality in the United States”, from a community-busting road project.   According to Nathiri, “When Alice 
Walker agreed to be the inaugural banquet speaker in 1990, her appearance elevated, not only the event, but also the organization's mission. 
Walker’s return to the Zora Neale Hurston Festival of the Arts and Humanities is indicative of the real-world significance of the ZORA!™  
Festival.  Today, more than ever, the arts and humanities have the ability to play a significant role in the well-being of the nation.  As the ZORA!™  
Festival continues to celebrate the life and work of its namesake; to celebrate the historic significance of her hometown; and to celebrate the cultural 
contributions of people of African ancestry, how important it is that Walker, an artist, known and respected for her activist spirit, would make the time 
to return to an event for which she did so much to establish its worth.” 
 
On Sunday, February 3, 2019 at 1:00 pm, Walker will be on festival grounds in Eatonville signing her new book “Taking the Arrow Out of the Heart.”  
Walker became the first African-American woman to receive the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction for her groundbreaking novel, “The Color Purple” in 1983. 
The novel was the inspiration for famed director Steven Spielberg’s 1985 Hollywood film and was adapted as a musical for the stage by Scott 
Sanders.  Her writings have been translated into more than two dozen languages, and her books have sold more than 10 million copies.   
 
ABOUT THE ZORA!™ FESTIVAL	
First presented in 1990 by the Association to Preserve the Eatonville Community, Inc. (P.E.C.), a historic preservation and cultural arts organization, ZORA!™ 
Festival  is a multi-day, multi-disciplinary, intergenerational event composed of public talks, museum exhibitions, theatrical productions, and arts education 
programming, which culminates in  a 3-day Outdoor Festival of the Arts. The event takes place primarily in Eatonville, (10 miles north of Orlando) and throughout 
Orange County. This year’s ZORA!™ Festival, January 26 - February 3, marks the 30th anniversary of this internationally recognized, award-winning event. 	
 
The ZORA!™ Festival 2019 is funded in part by Orange County Government through the Arts & Cultural Affairs Program. Community Sponsors include the Florida 
Lottery, Rollins College, University of Central Florida, Spelman College, Project of the History of Black Writers, Northwest Tap Connection, and The World 
Conference of Mayors, Inc. 
 
For more information regarding the ZORA!™ Festival visit www.zorafestival.org. 
 
MEDIA CREDENTIALS 
Approved media will have access to interview areas, and red carpet arrivals, for which press has RSVP’d in advance and received written confirmation from the 
ZORA!™  Festival Public Relations/Media Team.  This includes media opportunities for the speakers and artist who are in town, as well as other ZORA!™  Festival 
2019 events.  All media must email tinaospencer@gmail.com or sommer@pocketpr.net to request access to cover these opportunities.  
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